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Figura 121: glifo del lugar de Tecpan Quauhtemallan
(retocado digitalmente del Lienzo de Tlaxcala).



Territoios Indigenas en Guatemala

Tertoros indigenas
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Five Axes of Analysis:
The water situation in Guatemala.

Indigenous peoples and their rights to water
and territory.

The water and the Ch'orti Maya Village of the
Dry Corridor.

The indigenous Ch'orti' woman and her
struggle for rights to land and water.
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Tierras comunales en Guatemala y
1a y Territorios comunales en Guatemala Cobertura Vegetal.

NUMERO Y SUPERFICIE DE TIERRAS
COMUNALES, GUATEMALA, 2008

DEPARTAMENTO

e Tierras comunales

B Cuerpos de agua
[ Concesiones forestales comunitarias

[ Limite departamental
Cobertura boscosa 2003
B Bosque
Arbustos - matorrales
[ Humedal con ofra vegetacion
Pastos naturales ylo yerbazal

Fuente de informacion:

Diagnostico de Tierras comunales 2007. GPTC.
Mapa de cobertura vegetal y uso de la tierra 2003.
MAGA. 2006

Vacios de representacion en el sistema de

Areas Protegidas. NISP, CONAP. 2007
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The water situation in
Guatemala

Social aspects:

4 million people, who represent 25% of the total
population of the country, lack drinking water
from their homes.

More than 2 million people living in the dry
corridor suffer from water shortages due to long
periods of drought, which affects their lives and
productive activities.

ed water is the cause of 43% of the country's
indigenous and peasant
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Institutional aspects
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The country does not have a water law or a governmental
authority that regulates its use and access. The lack of law
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Water and indigenous peoples

The "Water from the Worldview of our Indigenous
Peoples" has a vital importance that transcends the
corporal dimension of its need for consumption. "The
relationship we have with our lands, territories and
water is the physical, cultural and spiritual foundation of
our existence. This relationship with our Mother Earth
forces us to conserve our fresh water and seas for the
survival of the present and future generations. " Water is
seen by our indigenous peoples, as a living, omnipotent,
creator and transformer. It constitutes the basis of
reciprocity and complementarity, it is seen as a universal
and community right, while at the same time
constituting an expression of flexibility and adaptability.
oractical expression of this worldview is
ul use that we make of
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Mapa 10
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In the last ten years, the State has promoted the
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Water and indigenous peoples

The indigenous peoples who fight against these
projects have been repressed and criminalized by
the public forces at the service of the large
extractive companies.

As a result more than 50 indigenous men and
women who fight for the defence of their
territories have been killed.

orce us to leave our land and leave us on the
ithout health services,

a

é:____—a.‘»

DESALOJOS]|

EL ESTOR, IZABAL

Redl 24




vater and the Mayan village
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The water and the Mayan village
Ch'orti 'in the dry corridor

Events associated with climate change, such as
Hurricane Mitch in 1998, Tropical Storm Stan in
2005 and the prolonged droughts of recent years,
have had a disastrous impact on the livelihoods
of the Maya Ch'orti' people.

wever, the cases of famine suffered by the
due to climatic
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The water and the Mayan village &t z,{
Ch'orti 'in the dry corridor 6 E

To aggravate the situation, the State has
authorized the installation of hydroelectric and
mining projects in the Ch'orti indigenous territory.

fimas’

This not only affects the livelihoods for the
population but also increases the social conflict,
causing the murder of 7 leaders and leaders who
fight for the defense of their territory.

> same time, the absence of state public
ions, health,
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The water and the Mayan village Ch'orti 'in the dry corridor

Within our worldview, the relationship of water
and land as fundamental elements of life must be
venerated, so as a Ch'orti 'people we dedicate
three days to the veneration of the earth and the
water making offerings to the mountains, hills,
rivers and streams.

We love the earth and the water, they are our



The water and the Mayan village
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The indigenous Ch'orti' woman and her
struggle for rights to land and water

We as indigenous women have taken the path of the
struggle for the claim of our rights.

We fight for the right to land and for environmental
justice, we lead processes before the supreme
courts of justice.

As indigenous women historically relegated to the
home and marginalized by society, we are taking an
active and propitious role, we are breaking
ample can be found in this speaker
Ch'orti'
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Proposals to improve the right to water in
indigenous territories:

The State will guarantee the use and responsible access to water for the
diverse purposes that sustain the livelihoods for the communities.

The State must recognize and protect the rights of indigenous peoples to
their ancestral territories and their natural resources, including water.

The State must recognize and strengthen the mechanisms of water
governance and the territories that exist in indigenous peoples.

The State must stop promoting extractive projects that affect indigenous
territories, especially those that violate the rights of use and access to
water.

In this forum, to which | had the privilege of being, | want, humbly, to ask
you for solidarity with my people, your support to achieve justice for our
murdered peasants, for our fellow political prisoners, for the hunger
suffered by hundreds of girls and children.

We want justice, land and freedom. We want to live in peace.




